
O
ct

ob
re

 2
02

5 
- 

St
ud

io
gr

ap
hi

c 
IC

L 
- 

C
ré

di
ts

  p
ho

to
s 

: G
em

in
i_G

en
er

at
ed

_I
m

ag
e

Inscription

Amphi Pierre-Henri Simon
1A rue PL Roland, Lille

Speakers: 
Prof. Em. Dirk Voorhoof, University of Ghent / Human Rights 
Centre and Legal Human Academy 
Pia Lindholm, Deputy Head of Unit DG JUST/ European Commission 
Prof. Justin Borg-Barthet, University of Aberdeen 
Flutura Kusari PhD, Senior Legal Advisor, European Centre for 
Press and Media Freedom 
Paulina Milewska, Researcher, European University Institute 
Leto Cariolou, Human Rights Lawyer 
Silvia Bartolini PhD, Associate Professor of EU Law, 
Université Catholique de Lille

Conference

Shut the SLAPP UP !
Friday 14th November 2025 - 13:00 > 16:00



13:00 – 13:10	 �Opening & Keynote – Safeguarding Democracy in Europe: SLAPPs 
and the Defence of Public Participation

Dr Silvia Bartolini
Associate Professor of EU Law, Co-Director of the LLB in European 
and International Law Studies Programme, Université Catholique de 
Lille

 

13:10 – 13:25	� Understanding SLAPPs: Origins, Definition, and Legislative 
Journey

Professor Justin Borg-Barthet
Head of the School of Law, University of Aberdeen

 

13:25 – 13:40	 EU Institutional Perspective: Status Quo and Next Steps

Pia Lindholm
Deputy Head of Unit, DG JUST, European Commission

 

13:40 – 13:55	� Council of Europe Perspective: Monitoring, Standards, and 
Regional Focus

Dr Flutura Kusari
Legal Advisor, European Centre for Press and Media Freedom 
(ECPMF)

 

13:55 – 14:10	 �UNESCO Global Initiative on SLAPPs: Fostering International 
Cooperation and Protection

Giulia Melotti
Section for Freedom of Expression and Safety of Journalists, 
UNESCO

Programme

Shut the SLAPP UP !
Université Catholique de Lille – Amphi Pierre-Henri Simon
Friday, 14 November 2025 | 13:00 – 16:00



14:10 – 14:25	 Break
  

14:25 – 14:40	 National Implementation Case Study: Belgium

Professor Emeritus Dirk Voorhoof
Ghent University & European Centre for Press and Media Freedom

 

14:40 – 14:55	 Defending Victims of SLAPPs: A Practitioner’s Perspective

Leto Cariolou
Lawyer, Media Defence & Human Rights Advocate (Cyprus/Greece)

 

14:55 – 15:10	 SLAPPing Judges into Silence: Hungary and Poland

Paulina Mileska
Researcher, European University Institute (EUI)

 

15:10 – 15:45	� Panel Discussion – Integrating Frameworks, Strengthening 
Defences

Moderator: Marina Danielyian (Université Catholique de Lille)
Participants: Student Representatives & All Speakers

 

15:45 – 16:00 	 Closing Remarks

Dr Audrey Gradatour
Associate Professor in International Law, Co-Director of the LLB 
in European and International Law Studies Programme, Université 
Catholique de Lille
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CONFERENCE�VENUE:�
Amphi Pierre-Henri Simon
1 rue Philippe Laurent Rolland, 
Lille

Access plan

Infos�Pratiques�:
Faculté de Droit
Université Catholique de Lille
58 rue du Port 
59000 LILLE

C3RD@univ-catholille.fr
www.fld-lille.fr
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INSTITUT CATHOLIQUE DE LILLE (ICL), 
ASSOCIATION 1875 RECONNUE D’UTILITE PUBLIQUE

ET ETABLISSEMENT D’ENSEIGNEMENT SUPERIEUR PRIVE 
D’INTERET GENERAL (EESPIG)

60 BOULEVARD VAUBAN
CS 40109 � 59016 LILLE CEDEX � FRANCE 

SIRET 775 624 240 000 13 � CODE APE 8542 Z
N° TVA Intracommunautaire FR 66 775 624 240

Organisme de formation, enregistré sous le n°31 59 00468 59
Cet enregistrement ne vaut pas agrément de l’état.


